
 
 
 

Franklin City Council Agenda 
June 3, 2024 

Council Chambers 
207 West Second Avenue 
Franklin, Virginia 23851 

 

 
6:00 P.M. Work Session 

Armory Project  
 

7:00 P.M.  
Regular Meeting 

CALL TO ORDER. . . . . .  .  MAYOR ROBERT L. CUTCHINS 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES. . . .   MAYOR ROBERT L. CUTCHINS 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
CITIZEN’S TIME   
AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
 
 

1. CONSENT AGENDA: 
A. Approval of May 13, 2024 meeting minutes  

 
2. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

A. FY25 Budget Adoption  
a. Budget Resolution #2024-15  

B. Budget Amendment 2024-20 
 
 

3. OLD/ NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Cemetery Committee Update  
B. Council’s Comments  
C. City Manager’s Report  

 
4. COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS ON BOARDS/COMMISSIONS 

 

 
5. CLOSED SESSION 

I move that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council adjourn into a closed meeting pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2-3711-A-1, 1. discussion of appointments to boards and commissions, and discussion of 
performance of employees of the public body to discuss the following subject or subjects: Discussion and 
consideration of the acquisition and/or disposition of real property, Franklin Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority Board, Southview Cemetery Advisory Committee, City of Franklin School Board. 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT 



 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES | May 13, 2024 

Regular City Council Meeting Minutes May 13, 2024  

Call to order 

The Franklin City Council held its regular City Council meeting on May 13, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers. 

Council Members in Attendance: Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor; Wynndolyn Copeland, Vice-Mayor; 
Councilman Linwood Johnson; Councilman Mark Kitchen; Councilwoman Jessica Banks; Councilman 
Ray Smith; Councilman Gregory McLemore. 

Staff in Attendance: Darlene Burcham, Interim City Manager; Haleigh Pinto, Executive Assistant 
recording minutes.  

Other Staff in Attendance: Steve Patterson, Chief of Police; Robert Porti, Deputy Chief of Police; Patrick 
Wilson, Police Lieutenant; Randall Bailey, Police Lieutenant; Sarah Rexrode, Director of Social 
Services; Timothy Dunn, EMS Captain; Aaron Barnes, Director of Community Development.  
 

Citizen’s Time 

No one signed up at this time.  

Amendments to Agenda 

No amendments to the agenda.  

Introduction of New Employee:  

No introductions of new employees.   

Consent Agenda: 

A. Approval of April 22, 2024 Meeting Minutes 

Mayor Robert Cutchins asked if there were any corrections or additions for the April 22, 2024 meeting 
minutes. Councilman Linwood Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes as presented with a 
second from Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.   

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 
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Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye  

Councilman Ray Smith     Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye  

Mayor Robert Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.   

Ordinances & Resolutions  

A. Resolution #2024-10 – National Police Week   

National Police Week 
May 12-18, 2024 

Proclamation #2024-10 

WHEREAS, there are more than 800,000 law enforcement officers serving in communities across the United States, including the dedicated members of the City 
of Franklin Police Department; 

WHEREAS, since the first recorded death in 1786, there are currently 24,067 law enforcement officers in the United States that have made the ultimate sacrifice 
and been killed in the line of duty, including one member of the City of Franklin Police Department; 

WHEREAS, the names of these dedicated public servants are engraved on the walls of the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in Washington, DC; 

WHEREAS, 282 new names of fallen heroes are being added to the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial this spring, including 118 officers killed in 2023 
and 164 officers killed in previous years; 

WHEREAS, the service and sacrifice of all officers killed in the line of duty will be honored during the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund’s 36th 
Candlelight Vigil, on the evening of May 13, 2024; 

WHEREAS, the Candlelight Vigil is part of National Police Week, which will be observed this year May 12th-18th; 

WHEREAS, May 15 is designated as Peace Officers Memorial Day, in honor of all fallen officers and their families and U.S. flags should be flown at half-staff; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Franklin will observe May 12-18, 2024, as National Police Week in the City of Franklin, and publicly salutes 
the service of law enforcement officers in our community and in communities across the nation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor of the City of Franklin, Virginia, do hereby proclaim May 12, 2024, through May 18, 2024, AS  

“NATIONAL POLICE OFFICER MEMORIAL WEEK" 

and call upon all residents to express their gratitude to law enforcement officers for their contributions in keeping Franklin, Virginia safe. 

Signed this 13th day of May 2024    
 

________________________ 
  Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor 

      City of Franklin, Virginia  
 

Mayor Robert Cutchins entertained a motion to approve Resolution #2024-10 – National Police Week. 
Councilman Linwood Johnson made a motion to approve with a second from Vice-Mayor Copeland. 

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 
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Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye  

Councilman Ray Smith                Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.   

Steve Patterson, Chief of Police and his staff were presented a signed copy of the Resolution by Mayor 
Robert Cutchins.  

B. Resolution #2024-11 – Foster Care Awareness Month  

Foster Care Awareness Month 
Resolution #2024-11 

 
WHEREAS, Virginia’s children and youth are our hope for the future, and we assert that all children deserve a safe, loving, stable, and nurturing home; and 
 
WHEREAS, families, serving as the primary providers of love, identity, self-esteem, and support, are the very foundations of our communities and our Commonwealth; and 
 
WHEREAS, a child’s success is best supported in a child welfare system that is family-focused, child-centered, and community-based; and preserving families is the primary goal 
of the child welfare system; and 
 
WHEREAS, while Virginia has over 4,800 children and youth aged 18 and younger in foster care, there are at least 3,600 children and youth supported by a network of more than 
5,200 dedicated, approved kinship, foster, and adoptive families; and 
 
WHEREAS, kinship families and foster families play a critical role in serving as a support, not a substitute, for the parents of children in foster care to make family reunification 
possible; and 
 
WHEREAS, many kinship families and foster families create permanency for children in foster care through adoption when those children cannot be safely reunified with their 
birth families; and 
 
WHEREAS, through the partnerships among kinship, foster, and adoptive families; child welfare staff; and public and private child-serving organizations, efforts are made to 
ensure that voices are heard and support offered for the transition of youth and young adults to successful independence; and 
 
WHEREAS, we honor and celebrate the enduring contributions of kinship, foster, and adoptive families during National Foster Care Awareness Month and recognize the 
outstanding service and commitment kinship, foster, and adoptive families provide to Virginia’s children and youth, while recognizing that foster care supports entire families; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, do hereby recognize May 2024 as Foster Care Awareness Month in the City of Franklin, Virginia, and I call this 
observance to the attention of all of our citizens.  
 
Signed this 13th day of May 2024 
 

       ___________________________ 
       Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor  

        City of Franklin, Virginia  

 

Mayor Robert Cutchins entertained a motion to approve Resolution #2024-11 – Foster Care Awareness 
Month. Councilman Mark Kitchen made a motion to approve with a second from Vice-Mayor Copeland. 

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 
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Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye  

Councilman Ray Smith                Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.   

C. Resolution #2024-12 – Adult Abuse Prevention Month  

Adult Abuse Prevention Month 
Resolution #2024-12 

 
WHEREAS, there are nearly 1.9 million Virginians aged 60 or older, a number that will increase to 2.2 million in 2030; and 

WHEREAS, during fiscal year 2023, Virginia Adult Protective Services received over 43,000 reports of adult abuse, neglect, and exploitation, an eight percent increase from the 
previous year; and 

WHEREAS, older Virginians and Virginians with disabilities may become targets for abuse, which can occur in families and communities of all social, economic, racial, and 
ethnic backgrounds; and 

WHEREAS, there are many government-supported programs that provide vital services to older Virginians and Virginians with disabilities, including a 24-hour hotline, crisis 
intervention, emergency shelter, home-based and community services, public education, and legal advocacy; and 

WHEREAS, the Virginia Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services Adult Protective Services Division works collaboratively with state and local partners across the 
Commonwealth to help older Virginians and Virginians with disabilities live free of abuse, neglect, or exploitation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, do hereby recognize May 2024 as Adult Abuse Prevention Month in the City of Franklin, Virginia, and I call this 
observance to the attention of all of our citizens.  
 
Signed this 13th day of May 2024 
 
 

____________________________ 
Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor 

City of Franklin, Virginia 

 

Mayor Robert Cutchins entertained a motion to approve Resolution #2024-12 – Adult Abuse 
Prevention Month. Councilwoman Jessica Banks made a motion to approve with a second from 
Councilman Linwood Johnson.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye  



5 
 

 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES | May 13, 2024 

Councilman Ray Smith                Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.   

Sarah Rexrode, Director of Social Services was presented a signed copy of Resolution #2024-11 and 
#2024-12 by Mayor Robert Cutchins.  

D. Resolution #2024-13 – National Public Works Week  

National Public Works Week 
May 19 - 25, 2024 

Resolution #2024-13 
 

WHEREAS, Public Works professional focus on infrastructure, facilities and services that are of vital importance to sustainable and resilient communities and to the public health, 
high quality of life and well-being of the people of the City of Franklin, Virginia; and 

WHEREAS, these infrastructure, facilities and services could not be provided without the dedicated efforts of Public Works professionals, who are engineers, managers, and 
employees at all levels of government and the private sector, who are responsible for rebuilding, improving, and protecting our nation’s transportation, water supply, water 
treatment and solid waste systems, public buildings, and other structures and facilities essential for our citizens; and 

WHEREAS, it is the public interest for the citizens, civic leaders and children in the City of Franklin, Virginia, to gain knowledge of and to maintain an ongoing interest and 
understanding of the importance of Public Works and Public Works programs in their respective communities; and  

WHEREAS, the year 2024 marks the 64th annual National Public Works Week sponsored by the American Public Works Association/Canadian Public Work Association’  

BE IT NOW RESOLVED, I, Mayor Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, do hereby designate the week of May 19-25, 2024 as National Public Works Week. I urge all citizens to join with 
representatives of the American Public Works Association and government agencies in activities, events, and ceremonies designed to pay tribute to our Public Works 
professionals, engineers, managers, and employees and to recognize the substantial contributions they make to protect our national health, safety, and quality of life.  

Signed this 13th day of May 2024.                            
                                                                                   ______________________________ 

                     Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor 
         City of Franklin, Virginia  

 

Mayor Robert Cutchins entertained a motion to approve Resolution #2024-13 – National Public Works 
Week. Councilman Ray Smith made a motion to approve with a second from Councilman Mark Kitchen.   

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye  

Councilman Ray Smith                Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.   
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E. Resolution #2024-14 – Emergency Medical Services Week  

Emergency Medical Services Week 
May 19 - 25, 2024 

Resolution #2024-14 
 

WHEREAS, protecting the health and promoting the well-being of all people in Virginia is important for fostering healthy, connected, and resilient communities in 
the Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, Emergency Medical Responders (EMR), Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs), Advanced EMTs, Intermediates, and Paramedics stand ready to 
provide compassionate, lifesaving care, 24 hours a day, seven days a week, to improve the survival and recovery of those in sudden need of care; and 

WHEREAS, Emergency Medical Services (EMS) responders are supported by emergency medical dispatchers, firefighters, law enforcement officers, educators, 
administrators, researchers, emergency nurses, emergency physicians, and others; and 

WHEREAS, Virginians are thankful for the hard work and dedication of more than 38,000 EMS providers and 550 EMS agencies that protect the health of our 
families; and 

WHEREAS, this year’s theme, “Honoring Our Past. Forging Our Future,” recognizes those who came before us, especially those who challenged the status quo and 
raised the bar, and renews the commitment to forge a future for the next generation of EMS professionals that will serve their communities; and 

WHEREAS, this year, as we recognize the 50th anniversary of the first National EMS Week, it is proper and timely to bring recognition to the value and 
accomplishments of Emergency Medical Services; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, I, Robert Cutchins, Mayor, City of Franklin, Virginia, in recognition of this event do hereby proclaim May 19 - 25, 2024 
as Emergency Medical Services Week and I call this observance to the attention of our citizens.  

Signed this 13th day of May 2024.                 
                                                                                                                   ___________________  
           

 Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor 
City of Franklin, Virginia 

 
Mayor Robert Cutchins entertained a motion to approve Resolution #2024-14 – Emergency Medical 
Services Week. Councilman Linwood Johnson made a motion to approve with a second from Vice-
Mayor Copeland. 

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye  

Councilman Ray Smith                Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.   

Timothy Dunn, EMS Captain was presented a signed copy of the Resolution by Mayor Robert Cutchins.  
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Financial Matters:  

A. Public Hearing – FY 25 Budget  

Darlene Burcham, Interim City Manager informed Council that the City has a proposed budget which 
includes no increases with regards to Real Estate Tax Rate, Personal Property Tax Rate, and the Utility 
Rates. She informed Council that it has been the dedicated staff and Council that has put forth hard work 
and effort to get us to the point of a Public Hearing. She continued with stating that the City of Franklin 
has made a point to make our employees priority by recommending a sharing of the health insurance 
increase as well as a 3% cost of living increase. She added that there has been an increase in the real 
property assessment, letters informing residents of this increase will be going out indicating what the 
percent of increase will be.  Ms. Burcham stated that the proposed budget has been added to the City of 
Franklin’s website and can also be found at the public library. 

Mayor Robert Cutchins opened the Public Hearing regarding the FY 25 Budget.  

Mayor Bobby Cutchins called for public comment three times. 

No citizens spoke at this time.  

Mayor Robert Cutchins closed the Public Hearing and entertained comments from Council.  

Councilman Mark Kitchen and Councilwoman Jessica Banks thanked Interim City Manager and staff 
for their hard work and effort on the FY 25 Budget.  

Councilman Gregory McLemore stated that after reviewing the Agencies and Organizations 
Contributions Spreadsheet, he has concern regarding two Agencies were not funded. He added that 
Cover 3 and Virginia Legal Aide are both Agencies who help the community in a major way.  

Mayor Robert Cutchins asked Ms. Burcham if either Agencies had requested funding for the FY 24-25 
budget year. Councilman Gregory McLemore stated that after reviewing the spreadsheet it does not 
appear that they did. Mayor Robert Cutchins stated that he would like for the Interim City Manager to 
look into information related to the Cities contributions towards Cover 3 and Virginia Legal Aide. He 
added that he would like to see the City of Franklin contribute to Cover 3 as well as learn more about 
Virginia Legal Aide. Ms. Burcham informed Council that she would find out further information 
regarding the Agencies and would report back to Council. 

B. Public Hearing – Proposed Real Property Tax Rate 

Ms. Burcham informed Council that whenever there is a reassessment, an ad which indicates the tax 
rate as required under the state code is advertised. She added that the advertisement was placed within 
multiple newspapers which indicates the current rate of $1.03 and in order to maintain a revenue 
neutral situation, the City would need to reduce the tax rate to $0.83. Since the advertisement has been 
posted, the City has received the final reassessment which is slightly higher than budgeted. She added 
that at a subsequent public hearing that will most likely occur in July, we will bring a similar hearing to 
determine how to handle the additional amount which represents roughly 2.7 % more than what has 
been budgeted.  

Mayor Robert Cutchins opened the Public Hearing regarding the Proposed Real Property Tax Rate.   
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Mayor Bobby Cutchins called for public comment three times. 

No citizens spoke at this time.  

Mayor Robert Cutchins closed the Public Hearing and entertained comments from Council.  

Councilman Gregory McLemore stated that he would like to let the citizens know that even though the 
City is not raising the property tax, the assessment rates will raise property tax for homeowners. Mayor 
Robert Cutchins stated that unfortunately, this is a nationwide increase and not just from the City of 
Franklin.  

C. Budget Amendment 2024-19  

The Interim City Manager present Budget Amendment 2024-19. She recommended the Council amend 
the 2023-2024 City Budget as follows:   

1. Recognize revenues related to the Western Tidewater Home Consortium Fund and appropriate 
such revenue for use; 

2. Recognize the award of CDBG/Lead Hazard Program Funds and allocate for use; and  
3. Recognize donations for Tourism, Animal Control and Opioid Settlement Funds received and 
appropriate for use.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councilman Linwood Johnson stated that the CDBG / Lead Hazard Project are both very important as 
are the other items. He added that Lead is still a problem within the homes in the area, therefore to get 
the funding to be able to help correct the issue is important. Councilman Gregory McLemore stated that 
he would like to offer an apology to Ward 3, because during the selection of area for which CDBG Grant 
would assist, the Madison Street Project was just completed and the recipients where larger in the area 
of Laurel Street area. In addition to being considerate for other Wards, he felt as though the City should 
distribute the benefits throughout the area for those in need.  



9 
 

 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES | May 13, 2024 

Councilman Linwood Johnson made a motion to approve Budget Amendment 2024-19. Councilman 
Gregory McLemore stated he feels the Budget Amendments should be read individually. Mayor Robert 
Cutchins informed Councilman Gregory McLemore that he could read each out loud. Vice-Mayor 
Wynndolyn Copeland added that this is one Budget Amendment and should be read as such. 
Councilwoman Jessica Banks stated that there is already a motion on the table. Councilman Gregory 
McLemore stated that he would read off the Budget Amendment individually and added that he approves 
of the award to CDBG/Lead Hazard Program Funds and revenues related to the Western Tidewater Home 
Consortium Fund but he does not necessarily approve of the donations to Tourism and does not want to 
vote on that topic.  

Interim City Manager informed Council that the donations for Tourism, Animal Control and Opioid 
Settlement Funds is a gift.  

Councilman Gregory McLemore made a motion to approve Budget Amendment 2024-19 - #1 Recognize 
revenues related to the Western Tidewater Home Consortium Fund and appropriate such revenue with 
a second from Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye  

Councilman Ray Smith                Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.   

Councilman Gregory McLemore made a motion to approve Budget Amendment 2024-19 - #2 Recognize 
the award of CDBG/Lead Hazard Program Funds and allocate for use with a second from Vice-Mayor 
Wynndolyn Copeland.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 
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Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye  

Councilman Ray Smith                Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.   

Councilman Gregory McLemore made a motion to approve Budget Amendment 2024-19 - #3 Recognize 
donations for Tourism, Animal Control and Opioid Settlement Funds received and appropriate for use 
with a second from Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.   

Councilman Gregory McLemore asked who made the donation to Tourism. Heather Lockerman, the 
Attorney informed Councilman McLemore that the information is in the agenda packet. Councilwoman 
Jessica Banks asked why it matters who the donation is coming from. Councilman Gregory McLemore 
states he would like to know. Interim City Manager informed Council that the donation was made from 
International Paper in the amount of $2,500.00.  

The motion carried the vote 6-1-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Abstained 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye  

Councilman Ray Smith                Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.   

Old/New Business: 

A. Summit – Proposed Amendment to the Proffer  

Aaron Barnes, Director of Community Development informed Council that the property is located on 
the east side of N. College Drive between Sycamore Road and Meadowridge Apartments. Mr. Barnes 
stated that this property was conditionally rezoned by City Council on October 17, 2005 to include 
architectural building design. The project is being sold and Ryan Homs is proposing to construct a 
different product, which was received and approved by Council on February 16, 2024.  

Mr. Barnes advised Council that Ryan Homes has submitted a proposal to amend the Summit Proffer as 
follows:  
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“Exterior materials and finishes such as brick, stone, wood, clapboard, cedar shakes, stucco, hardy plank 
and high-grade vinyl shall be used on the exterior of all buildings. Flat or corrugated sheet metal will not 
be used for exterior siding. Exterior covering material shall extend to the ground, except that when a solid 
concrete or masonry perimeter foundation is used, the exterior covering material from the top of the 
foundation to the ground will be wrapped with a brick skirt or a stamped brick façade on the side and 
rear foundation walls. The foundation will be a crawl or a minimum of 16-inch built-up slab. A minimum 
of 10-inch exposure is to be met.” 

The reason for amendment is:  

1. Improve architectural appearance. 
2. Clarify expectations of design. 
3. Provide less maintenance for the homeowner. 
4. Increase adorability. 
5. Prevent water infiltration and moisture damage from ground water.  
6. Reduce impacts of ground insects, bugs, and subterranean termites.  

 

Exhibit -A 
Currently on site 

Proposed  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Councilman Linwood Johnson made a motion to approve the Proposed Amendment to the Summit 
Proffer with a second from Councilman Mark Kitchen.  

The motion carried the vote 6-1-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye  

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 
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Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye  

Councilman Ray Smith                Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Abstained  

Mayor Robert Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.   

B. Council’s Comments  

Councilman Linwood Johnson expressed his concern for the lack of public transportation within the 
City of Franklin. Ms. Burcham informed Councilman Johnson that she has added that to her list. 

Councilman Mark Kitchen expressed his appreciation to the Department of Public Works for their quick 
response to concerns that he has brought to the Department. He also expressed his concern with his 
Ward not receiving street lights, surveillance cameras and street curbs just as some of the other areas 
have received.  

Councilwoman Jessica Banks informed residents that the Historical District Project is not being ignored 
or neglected but Council is working on getting a solid foundation in order to move forward with 
preservation to the historic area. She informed individuals to express interest at the June 3rd Council 
Meeting if they are interested in being a part of the discussions.  

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland informed residents that Ward 5 has a vacancy on the City of Franklin 
School Board. Anyone interested can contact the City Administration Office or herself.  

Councilman Ray Smith stated that the residents are doing a great job repurposing their homes within 
the Historic District.  

Councilman Gregory McLemore thanked Ms. Burcham for the Council’s Comments section of the 
agenda to allow Council to speak and express concerns and questions.  

C. City Manager’s Report  

Ms. Burcham informed Council that the Lumberjack Festival was very successful. She added that City 
Council will meet on June 3rd at 6:00 PM for a Work Session to view 60-80% of the design for the 
Armory Project which we have received 2.5 million dollars from the Federal Government. Ms. Burcham 
stated that the Department of Social Services employees will hopefully move into their new building 
within the next 3-4 weeks. The HVAC system has been installed at the Martin Luther King Center and 
Irrigation at the Armory Field has been hooked up. Ms. Burcham informed Council and Residents that 
the City of Franklin Community Pool will open on June 8th.  

Ms. Burcham reminded Council of the Special Meeting on May 23rd at 7:30 PM. She also reminded 
Council and Residents that the second quarter Amnesty Week is May 13th – May 17th. She also added 
that City of Franklin Offices will be closed on Monday, May 27th in observance of Memorial Day.  

Councilman Gregory McLemore asked Ms. Burcham what is the status of the Finance Director position. 
She informed him that we have not had any applicants who qualify at this time. The City has offered its 
employees a financial incentive of $2000.00 if the City employs an individual recommended by them.  
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Council/Staff Reports on Boards/Commissions: 

Councilman Linwood Johnson stated that the Tidewater Regional Jail Board has cleared the language 
in the Agreement to add the City of Hampton as well as selected new officers to take over effective July 
1st.  
 
Closed Session 

Councilman Mark Kitchen moved that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council adjourn into a closed 
meeting at 8:25 P.M. pursuant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711-A-1, 1. discussion of appointments to 
boards and commissions, and discussion of performance of employees of the public body on the 
following items: City Clerk, Franklin City School Board, Board of Zoning Appeals, Eastern Virginia 
Regional Industrial Facility Authority. The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.    

The motion carried with a vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins stated the motion carried. 

Motion Upon Return to Open Session  

Councilman Mark Kitchen moved that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council certify that, to the best 
of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting held on April 22, 2024 at 8:01 P.M., 
meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council; and (ii) no 
action was taken in closed meeting regarding the items discussed. The motion was seconded by Vice-
Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.     

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 
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Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins stated the motion carried the vote.  

Councilman Linwood Johnson made a motion to appoint Erica Ricks to the Community Policy 
Management Team with a second from Councilman Mark Kitchen.   

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins stated the motion carried the vote.  

Councilman Mark Kitchen made a motion to reappoint Chad Edwards to the Southeastern Public 
Service Authority Board with a second from Councilman Linwood Johnson.   

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 
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Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins stated the motion carried the vote.  

Councilman Mark Kitchen made a motion to appoint Robert Cutchins to the Eastern Virginia Regional 
Industrial Finance Agency with a second from Councilman Linwood Johnson.   

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins stated the motion carried the vote.  

Councilman Mark Kitchen made a motion to appoint Darlene Burcham to the Eastern Virginia Regional 
Industrial Finance Agency with a second from Councilman Linwood Johnson.   

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins stated the motion carried the vote.  

Councilman Linwood Johnson made a motion to appoint Whitt Harper to the Paul D. Camp 
Community College Board with a second from Councilman Mark Kitchen.   
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The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins stated the motion carried the vote.  

Councilman Linwood Johnson made a motion to appoint Gwendolyn Shannon to the Paul D. Camp 
Community College Board with a second from Councilman Mark Kitchen.   

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins stated the motion carried the vote.  

Adjournment 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland made a motion to adjourn the May 13, 2024 City Council meeting at 
9:10 P.M. with a second from Councilman Linwood Johnson.   

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 
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Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Robert Cutchins stated the meeting stands adjourned.   

 

   
Mayor  Clerk to City Council  
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