
 
 

                          
Franklin City Council Agenda 

    July 24, 2023  
Council Chambers 

207 West Second Avenue 
Franklin, Virginia 23851 

 
6:00 P.M.  

 
I move that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council adjourn into a closed meeting pursuant to Virginia Code 
Section 2.2-3711-A-1, 1. discussion of appointments to boards and commissions, and discussion of performance 
of employees of the public body to discuss the following subject or subjects:, to conduct the annual evaluation 
of the City Manager.     

 
7:00 P.M.  

Regular Meeting 

CALL TO ORDER. . . . . .  . MAYOR BOBBY CUTCHINS 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES. . . .  MAYOR BOBBY CUTCHINS  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
CITIZEN’S TIME   
AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
 

1. CONSENT AGENDA: 
A. Approval of July 10, 2024 minutes  

 
2. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

A. Budget Amendment 2024-02 
 

3. OLD/ NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Alley Abandonment – Norfleet Street 
B. Alley Abandonment- Commerce Park Road  
C. City Manager’s Report 

 
4. COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS ON BOARDS/COMMISSIONS 

 
5. CLOSED SESSION 

I move that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council adjourn into a closed meeting pursuant to Virginia 
Code Section 2.2-3711-A-1, 1. discussion of appointments to boards and commissions, and discussion of 
performance of employees of the public body to discuss the following subject or subjects:, Industrial 
Development Authority, HRPDC Community Advisory Committee, Community Services Board of Zoning 
Appeals, Blackwater Regional Library Board, Southview Cemetery Advisory Committee, Historic 
Preservation Commission, Beautification Commission, Franklin Redevelopment and Housing Authority.   



2.2-3711-A-3. Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of the 
disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the 
bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body specifically property along North High Street.   

2.2-3711-A-5, Discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing 
business or industry where no previous announcement has been made of the business' or industry's interest 
in locating or expanding its facilities in the community specifically along Pretlow Industrial Park, Armory 
Drive, and Downtown Franklin,  

 

Motion Upon Returning to Open Session- I move that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council certify 
that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open 
meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting held on July 24, 2023, meeting 
were heard, discussed or considered by the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council; and (ii) no action was 
taken in closed meeting regarding the items discussed. 

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
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 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes July 10, 2023  

Call to order 

The Franklin City Council held a regular City Council meeting on July 10, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers located at 207 West Second Avenue, Franklin, Virginia 23851.  

Council Members in Attendance: Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor; Wynndolyn Copeland, Vice-Mayor; 
Councilman Linwood Johnson; Councilwoman Jessica Banks; Councilman Mark Kitchen; Councilman 
Ray Smith; Councilman Gregory McLemore. 

Council Members not in Attendance:  

Staff in Attendance: Amanda Jarratt, City Manager; A’Risha Jones, Executive Assistant, recording 
minutes.  

Other Staff in Attendance: Steve Patterson, Chief of Police; Carlee Gurskiy, Director of Community 
Development; Zach Wright, Director of Power & Light; Matthew Jezierski, Director of IT; Rachel 
Trollinger, Director of Finance; Camara Jacobs, Director of Human Resources; Selenia Boone, 
Commissioner of the Revenue; Dinah Babb, Treasurer; Vernie Francis, Chief of EMS; Sammara Bailey, 
Director of Parks & Recreation.   

Citizen’s Time 

No citizen’s signed up.  

Amendments to Agenda 

Councilman Gregory McLemore made a motion to discuss in closed session the employee evaluation 
form that is used, the motion was seconded by Councilman Mark Kitchen.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows: 

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.  
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Consent Agenda: 

A. Approval of June 12, 2023 Revised Minutes and June 26, 2023 Meeting Minutes 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins asked if there were any corrections or additions for the June 12, 2023 revised 
meeting minutes. Mayor Bobby Cutchins entertained a motion to approve the June 12, 2023 meeting 
minutes as presented. Councilman Mark Kitchen made a motion to approve the June 12, 2023 revised 
meeting minutes with a second from Councilman Linwood Johnson.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.  

Council Voting Report    
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First Name Last Name Keypad 3 
Mark Kitchen 1 Yes 
Ray Smith 2 Yes 
Gregory McLemore 3 Yes 
Linwood Johnson 4 Yes 
Wynndolyn Copeland 5 Yes 
Jessica Banks 6 Yes 
Bobby Cutchins 7 Yes 
 Total 1 = Yes 7 

 Total 2 = No   
 Total 3 = Abstain 0 

 Total Voters 7 
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 Total Yes + No 7 
 % Yes 100.00% 
 % No 0.00% 
 % Abstain 0.00% 

 Pass Threshold 50.00% 

 Pass/Fail Pass 
 

Approval of the June 26, 2023 Meeting Minutes  

Mayor Bobby Cutchins asked if there were any corrections or additions for the June 26, 2023 meeting 
minutes. Mayor Bobby Cutchins entertained a motion to approve the June 26, 2023 meeting minutes as 
presented. Councilman Linwood Johnson made a motion to approve the June 26, 2023 meeting 
minutes with a second from Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.  

Council Voting Report    
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First Name Last Name Keypad 4 
Mark Kitchen 1 Yes 
Ray Smith 2 Yes 
Gregory McLemore 3 Yes 
Linwood Johnson 4 Yes 
Wynndolyn Copeland 5 Yes 
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Jessica Banks 6 Yes 
Bobby Cutchins 7 Yes 

 Total 1 = Yes 7 
 Total 2 = No   

 Total 3 = Abstain 0 

 Total Voters 7 

 Total Yes + No 7 
 % Yes 100.00% 
 % No 0.00% 
 % Abstain 0.00% 

 Pass Threshold 50.00% 

 Pass/Fail Pass 
 

B. National Parks & Recreation Month Resolution 2023-20 (Read by Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn 
Copeland) 

 

Parks & Recreation Month 

Resolution #2023-20 

 

WHEREAS, Parks and Recreation is an integral part of communities throughout this country, including the City of Franklin, Virginia; and  

 

WHEREAS, Parks and Recreation promotes health and wellness, improving the physical and mental health of people who live near parks; and  

 

WHEREAS, Parks and Recreation promotes time spent in nature, which positively impacts mental health by increasing cognitive performance 

and well-being, and alleviating illnesses such as depression, attention deficit disorders, and Alzheimer’s; and 

 

WHEREAS, Parks and Recreation encourages physical activities by providing space for popular sports, hiking trails, swimming pools and many 

other activities designed to promote active lifestyles; and  

 

WHEREAS, Parks and Recreation is a leading provider of health meals, nutrition services and education; and  

 

WHEREAS, Parks and Recreation programming and education activities, such as out-of-school time programming, youth sports and 

environmental education, are critical to childhood development; and  

 

WHEREAS, Parks and Recreation increases a community’s economic prosperity through increased property values, expansion of the local tax 

base, increased tourism, the attraction and retention of businesses, and crime reduction; and  

 

WHEREAS, Parks and Recreation is fundamental to the environment well-being of our community; and  

 

WHEREAS, Parks and Recreation is essential and adaptable infrastructure that makes our communities resilient in the face of natural disasters 

and climate change; and  

 

WHEREAS, our parks and natural recreation areas ensure the ecological beauty of our community and provide a place for children and adults 

to connect with nature and recreate outdoors; and  
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WHEREAS, the U.S. House of Representatives has designated July as Parks and Recreation Month; and  

  

WHEREAS, The City of Franklin, Virginia recognizes the benefits derived from Parks and Recreation resources.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council does hereby recognize July as Parks and Recreation Month, in the City of Franklin, 

Virginia.  

 

Signed this 10th day of July, 2023.  

      _____________________________________ 

      Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor  

      City of Franklin, Virginia  

 

Council thanked the Parks & Recreation Department for their hard work. Mayor Robert Cutchins 
entertained a motion to approve Resolution 2023-20. Councilman Mark Kitchen made a motion to 
approve Resolution 2023-20 with a second from Councilwoman Jessica Banks.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.  

Councilman Gregory McLemore wanted to thank Ms. Kurtisha Taylor for her assistance with the 
Juneteenth Celebration. Councilwoman Jessica Banks wanted to thank Ms. Sammara Green for her 
dedication.  

Council Voting Report    
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First Name Last Name Keypad 8 
Mark Kitchen 1 Yes 
Ray Smith 2 Yes 
Gregory McLemore 3 Yes 
Linwood Johnson 4 Yes 
Wynndolyn Copeland 5 Yes 
Jessica Banks 6 Yes 
Bobby Cutchins 7 Yes 
 Total 1 = Yes 7 

 Total 2 = No   
 Total 3 = Abstain 0 

 Total Voters 7 
 Total Yes + No 7 

 % Yes 100.00% 
 % No 0.00% 
 % Abstain 0.00% 
 Pass Threshold 50.00% 
 Pass/Fail Pass 

 

C. National Parks & Recreation Professional’s Day Resolution 2023-21 (Read by Councilman Mark 
Kitchen)  

 

Parks & Recreation Professional’s Day  

Resolution #2023-21 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Franklin City Council recognizes that the Parks and Recreation field is a diverse and comprehensive 

system that improves personal, social, environmental and economic health; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes the importance and benefits of Park and Recreation services that enrich the lives of its 

citizens, and help make this community a desirable place to live, work and visit; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Council supports the skilled work of Park and Recreation professionals to strengthen community cohesion 

and resiliency, connect people with nature and each other, and provide and promote opportunities for healthful living, social 

equity and environmental sustainability; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council values the essential services that Park and Recreation professionals and volunteers perform to 

provide recreational and developmental enrichment for our children, youth, adults, and older adults; and to ensure our parks 

and recreation spaces are clean, safe, inclusive, welcoming and ready to use.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council does hereby proclaim July 21, 2023, as “Parks and Recreation 

Professional’s Day” in the City of Franklin, Virginia.  
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Signed this 10th day of July, 2023.  

      _____________________________________ 

      Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor  

      City of Franklin, Virginia  

 

Mayor Robert Cutchins entertained a motion to approve Resolution 2023-21. Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn 
Copeland made a motion to approve Resolution 2023-21 with a second from Councilman Linwood 
Johnson.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.  
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First Name Last Name Keypad 9 
Mark Kitchen 1 Yes 
Ray Smith 2 Yes 
Gregory McLemore 3 Yes 
Linwood Johnson 4 Yes 
Wynndolyn Copeland 5 Yes 
Jessica Banks 6 Yes 
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Bobby Cutchins 7 Yes 

 Total 1 = Yes 7 

 Total 2 = No   

 Total 3 = Abstain 0 

 Total Voters 7 

 Total Yes + No 7 

 % Yes 100.00% 

 % No 0.00% 

 % Abstain 0.00% 

 Pass Threshold 50.00% 

 Pass/Fail Pass 
 

Financial Matters:  

A. Budget Amendment #2023-22 

City Manager Amanda Jarratt called Ms. Rachel Trollinger, Director of Finance to come forward and 
present the Budget Amendment #2023-22. Ms. Trollinger stated be it resolved by the Council of the 
City of Franklin, Virginia that the 2022-2023 City Budget is hereby amended to  

1. Reallocate appropriations within the General Fund for year-end spending.  

  

Mayor Bobby Cutchins entertained a motion to approve Budget Amendment 2023-22. Councilman 
Linwood Johnson made a motion to approve Budget Amendment 2023-22 with a second from 
Councilman Mark Kitchen.  

The motion carried the vote 6-1-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 
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Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Abstained 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.  

Council Voting 
Report    
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First Name Last Name Keypad 10 
Mark Kitchen 1 Yes 
Ray Smith 2 Yes 
Gregory McLemore 3 Abstain 
Linwood Johnson 4 Yes 
Wynndolyn Copeland 5 Yes 
Jessica Banks 6 Yes 
Bobby Cutchins 7 Yes 

 Total 1 = Yes 6 
 Total 2 = No   

 Total 3 = Abstain 1 
 Total Voters 7 
 Total Yes + No 6 

 % Yes 85.71% 
 % No 0.00% 
 % Abstain 14.29% 
 Pass Threshold 50.00% 
 Pass/Fail Pass 

 

B. Budget Amendment 2024-01 

Ms. Rachel Trollinger stated that be it resolved by the Council that the 2023-2024 City Budget is hereby 
amended to:  

1. Appropriate Electric Fund unrestricted net position funds for the purchase of transformers 
related to two new subdivisions;  
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2. Appropriate Water & Sewer Fund unrestricted net position funds related to Council approved 
projects that were not completed primarily due to supply chain issues;  

3. Appropriate Electric Fund unrestricted net position funds related to Council approved projects 
that were not completed primarily due to supply chain issues;  

4. Appropriate General Fund restricted fund balance related to Council approved projects that 
were not completed primarily due to supply chain issues; and  

5. Appropriate Laurel Street Revitalization Fund restricted balance for use in FY24 
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Mayor Robert Cutchins entertained a motion to approve Budget Amendment 2024-01. Vice-Mayor 
Wynndolyn Copeland made a motion to approve Budget Amendment 2024-01 with a second from 
Councilman Linwood Johnson.  

Councilman Gregory McLemore asked about the transformers. City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated 
that the transformers will cost $500,000. Councilman McLemore expressed his concern with 
purchasing these transformers and the contractors could back out at any time. City Manager Amanda 
Jarratt stated that the transformers do not go bad, we can keep them on the property for the 
construction companies to use.  

The motion carried the vote 6-1-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Abstained 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.  
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First Name Last Name Keypad 11 
Mark Kitchen 1 Yes 
Ray Smith 2 Yes 
Gregory McLemore 3 Abstain 
Linwood Johnson 4 Yes 
Wynndolyn Copeland 5 Yes 
Jessica Banks 6 Yes 
Bobby Cutchins 7 Yes 
 Total 1 = Yes 6 

 Total 2 = No   
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 Total 3 = Abstain 1 

 Total Voters 7 
 Total Yes + No 6 
 % Yes 85.71% 
 % No 0.00% 
 % Abstain 14.29% 
 Pass Threshold 50.00% 

 Pass/Fail Pass 
 

Old/New Business: 

A. Armory Demolition and Construction Update  

City Manager Amanda Jarratt introduced Mr. Jamie Weist. Mr. Weist is a representative of Kimley-
Horne and will present an overview of the Federal Grant Award requirements, process, and timeline for 
the Armory demolition and reconstruction process.  

Mr. Jamie Weist presented that the City of Franklin has been awarded with the $2.5 million in funding 
from the consolidated Appropriations Act, which will assist with the demolition, design, and 
construction of the new community center at Armory. Kimley-Horne will assist with the grant 
management and preparation of the environmental review document. This document must be 
completed before the demolition begins. Once these have been completed, the City can proceed with the 
project and receive reimbursement for eligible activities. Project schedule is as follows:  

Project Narrative & Budget: July – August 2023 (execute agreement with HUD) 

Environmental Review Document: July – December 2023 (DHR/HUD review: October – December 
2023) 

Engage Architect/Engineer for Design: September 2023 

Demolish Existing Structure: January 2024 (following HUD approval) 

Bidding & Construction of New Community Center: May 2024 – April 2025 

*If historic eligibility changes add six months*   

Councilman Gregory McLemore asked Mr. Weist what the cost would be to carry out the environmental 
impact study. Mr. Weist stated that it will be broken into two parts. One being hourly not to exceed 
$25,000.00 and the environment review portion around $60,000.  

No action taken at this time.  

B. City Manager’s Report  

City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated there are several events coming with it being Parks & Recreation 
month. Chalk It Up event will be on Thursday, July 13th at Barrett’s Landing. There will also be a Park 
after Dark on July 21st and Family Pool Night on July 28th. Staff is working on preparing for the 
hurricane season.  
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Councilman Gregory McLemore asked with the preparation for the hurricane season, what the City will 
do to address the City Streets. City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated that staff is working on the storm 
sewers to repair those.  

General Updates  

• Staff continues to work on the various capital projects approved by City Council.  
o The staff committee for the Armory Project consists of Chad Edwards, Sammara 

Green, and Lin Darden. Carlee Gurskiy will also be involved. Camp Community College 
and other community partners will offer feedback throughout the design process. Staff 
has now participated in three webinars with HUD about our grant award. Kimley 
Horne has been hired to navigate the HUD Grant process and will give an update at an 
upcoming meeting.  

o The staff committee for the courthouse renovation project will consist of Chief Steve 
Patterson, Chad Edwards, and Lin Darden. The judges, Clerk of Court, and Sherriff’s 
Department in addition to other stakeholders will be consulted throughout the design 
process. A meeting with the judges is scheduled for July 17th.  

o The staff committee met regarding Riverkwalk Park.  
 The kayak design is underway. Survey is complete for the kayak launch 

additional area. We will incorporate this into the site plans.  
 Kayaks launch design underway.  
 Flood study (no-rise study) underway. Not all bridge crossings requested from 

City are available. Awaiting completion of kayak launch to update.  
 At the moment we’re currently awaiting the final site plan and kayak launch 

design before we can move forward with the Joint Permit Application for the 
VMRC and Corps permits. Once we have the final design in hand, we can 
prepare the required impacts mapping and update details relating to the VMRC 
component of the application. It should take us around 2 weeks to finalize the 
application after the plans are received.  

• Staff continues to work with DHCD and Summit Engineering on the Laurel Street CDBG 
Grant. Client intake and income verifications have begun and contracts are about to be issued.  

• Staff continues to meet with regional partners to discuss next steps on the regional radio 
system as well as violence and crime prevention.  

• Staff continues to work with Court Services and out other locality partners for both short and 
long term solutions to the juvenile detention situation.  

• The Literary Loan process continues with Franklin City Public Schools. A new contractor has 
been selected to assist the schools. The project estimates originally provided are not accurate 
and the project is estimated to cost an additional $3million. We are working with the school 
system to phase the project and Davenport to develop a plan of finance. The Literary Loan was 
approved and we are working with our partners to complete the process.  

• The City of Franklin staff is continuing to see an influx of residential home construction. The 
lead time for transformers ranges from 18-24 months. We are in need of 40 additional 
transformers to provide electricity to Wyndham Crossing. A budget amendment will be on the 
July 10th agenda.  

• City Council held a retreat on March 2nd. The following topics were discussed and will be 
worked on by staff:  

o Food Trucks 
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 A draft of updated regulations is being drafted by staff for review by the 
Planning Commission and Franklin City Council.  

o Increased Code Enforcement 
 Staff is working on a demolition plan for the posted unsafe structures. We are 

putting a plan in place to prepare for high grass season. We are working with 
legal to draft updated ordinances for parking and vehicles.  

o Communication with Franklin City Public Schools 
 We held a joint meeting with Franklin City Public Schools on March 30th. 

Additional meetings are being scheduled to maintain communication.  
o Increased focus and investment in Public Safety 

 Additional positions are included in the FY24 budget. The updated radio 
system project is moving to Phase 2.  

o Historic District 
 Staff is reviewing the ordinance that is in place and providing a list of the 

individuals that need to be appoint. Staff is waiting on appointments from 
Franklin City Council.  

o Youth 
 Working on updated youth programming and additional partnerships.  
 The Virginia Foundation of Healthy Youth awarded the City of Franklin a grant 

to replace the antiquated equipment at the College Drive Park. The park will be 
built by City Employees on July 10th. There was no local match.  

o Special Tax Districts 
 Under discussion and research ongoing.  

o Camp Community College Partnerships 
 Under discussion.  

o Improved Communication with the Public through various means 
 A review of the PEG Channel and necessary equipment purchases are 

underway. Staff is working to update City Clips. Staff is researching other best 
practices. An Instagram page has been created.  

Upcoming Community Events 

• Every Wednesday Franklin Cruise In  
• July 20th – Third Thursday Concert Series 
• October 3rd – National Night Out 
• Fall Festival – September 29th & 30th  
• October 21st – Trick or Trot 5k Run  
• December 1st – Holiday Parade  
• December 2nd – Elf Parade & Holiday Market  

Council/Staff Reports on Boards/Commissions: 

No reports at this time.  

Closed Session 

Councilman Mark Kitchen moved that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council adjourn into closed 
meeting pursuant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711-A-1, 1. Discussion of appointments to boards and 
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commissions, and discussion of performance of employees of the public body to discuss the following 
subject or subjects: Industrial Development Authority, HRPDC Community Advisory Committee, 
Community Services Board, Blackwater Regional Library Board, Southview Cemetery Advisory 
Committee, Historic Preservation Commission, Beautification Commission, Franklin Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority.   

The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins stated the motion carried the vote.    

Council Voting 
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Mark Kitchen 1 Yes 
Ray Smith 2 Yes 
Gregory McLemore 3 Yes 
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Bobby Cutchins 7 Yes 
 Total 1 = Yes 7 

 Total 2 = No   
 Total 3 = Abstain 0 

 Total Voters 7 
 Total Yes + No 7 

 % Yes 100.00% 
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 % No 0.00% 
 % Abstain 0.00% 

 Pass Threshold 50.00% 
 Pass/Fail Pass 

 

Motion Upon Return to Open Session  

Councilman Mark Kitchen moved that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council certify that, to the best 
of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting held on July 10, 2023, meeting were 
heard, discussed or considered by the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council; and (ii) no action was 
taken in closed meeting regarding the items discussed.  

The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins stated the motion carried the vote.  
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 Total 1 = Yes 7 
 Total 2 = No   

 Total 3 = Abstain 0 
 Total Voters 7 
 Total Yes + No 7 
 % Yes 100.00% 
 % No 0.00% 
 % Abstain 0.00% 

 Pass Threshold 50.00% 
 Pass/Fail Pass 

 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland made a motion to appoint Ms. Margaret Anne Smith the Western 
Tidewater Community Service Board with a second from Councilman Linwood Johnson.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins stated the motion carried the vote.  

Council Voting Report    
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First Name Last Name Keypad 14 
Mark Kitchen 1 Yes 
Ray Smith 2 Yes 
Gregory McLemore 3 Yes 
Linwood Johnson 4 Yes 
Wynndolyn Copeland 5 Yes 



19 
 

 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES | July 10, 2023 

Jessica Banks 6 Yes 
Bobby Cutchins 7 Yes 

 Total 1 = Yes 7 
 Total 2 = No   

 Total 3 = Abstain 0 
 Total Voters 7 
 Total Yes + No 7 
 % Yes 100.00% 
 % No 0.00% 
 % Abstain 0.00% 

 Pass Threshold 50.00% 
 Pass/Fail Pass 

 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland made a motion to appoint Melanie Bradshaw to the Franklin 
Redevelopment and Housing Authority Board with a second from Councilman Gregory McLemore.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins stated the motion carried the vote.  

Council Voting Report    
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First Name Last Name Keypad 15 
Mark Kitchen 1 Yes 
Ray Smith 2 Yes 
Gregory McLemore 3 Yes 
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Linwood Johnson 4 Yes 
Wynndolyn Copeland 5 Yes 
Jessica Banks 6 Yes 
Bobby Cutchins 7 Yes 

 Total 1 = Yes 7 
 Total 2 = No   

 Total 3 = Abstain 0 
 Total Voters 7 
 Total Yes + No 7 
 % Yes 100.00% 
 % No 0.00% 
 % Abstain 0.00% 
 Pass Threshold 50.00% 
 Pass/Fail Pass 

 

Adjournment 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland made a motion to adjourn the July 10, 2023 City Council meeting 
with a second from Councilman Mark Kitchen  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins stated the meeting stands adjourned.   

Council Voting Report    

M
ot

io
n 

to
 

Ad
jo

ur
n 

th
e 

Ju
ly

 1
0,

 2
02

3 
Ci

ty
 C

ou
nc

il 
M

ee
tin

g 

First Name Last Name Keypad 14 
Mark Kitchen 1 Yes 
Ray Smith 2 Yes 



21 
 

 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES | July 10, 2023 

Gregory McLemore 3 Yes 
Linwood Johnson 4 Yes 
Wynndolyn Copeland 5 Yes 
Jessica Banks 6 Yes 
Bobby Cutchins 7 Yes 

 Total 1 = Yes 7 
 Total 2 = No   

 Total 3 = Abstain 0 
 Total Voters 7 
 Total Yes + No 7 

 % Yes 100.00% 
 % No 0.00% 
 % Abstain 0.00% 
 Pass Threshold 50.00% 
 Pass/Fail Pass 

 

The July 10, 2023 City Council meeting was adjourned at 8:28 P.M.  

   
Mayor  Clerk to City Council  

 



Agenda 
Franklin City Council 

July 24, 2023 
 

 
 
BUDGET AMENDMENT 2024-02 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRANKLIN, VIRGINIA that the 2023-
2024 City Budget is hereby amended to: 
 

1. appropriate ARPA Law Enforcement Equipment Grant award for use and  
2. appropriate the Creative Communities Partnership Grant award for use. 

 
 
 

2023-2024 AMENDED INCREASE
BUDGET BUDGET (DECREASE)

#1
GENERAL FUND
REVENUE

100-3-24040-1814 Law Enforcement Equipment Grant -$                      318,000$        318,000$          
100-3-24040-0008 Arts Grant -$                      4,500$             4,500$               

322,500$          

EXPENDITURES
100-4-31100-8718 Law Enforcement Equipment -$                      318,000$        318,000$          
100-4-11010-5699 Contributions to Comm Organizations 170,668$             175,168$        4,500$               

322,500$          

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Certified copy of resolution adopted by Franklin City Council.     
                                                  
        _______________________________ 

                                                                                              Clerk to the City Council 























 

CITY OF FRANKLIN   
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

207 WEST SECOND AVENUE, FRANKLIN VIRGINIA 23851 
OFFICE: 757-562-8580 FAX: 757-562-0870 

 
Department of Community Development 

     Planning - Building inspections – Zoning 
 
 
Date:  July 19, 2023 
 
To:  Members of the City Council 
 
From: Carlee Smith, Director of Community Development 
 
Re: Application to Vacate a Paper Street off Commerce Park Road 
 
 

Request 
The applicant has requested for the City of Franklin to vacate the paper street off of Commerce 
Park Road for the development of tax parcel #135-(169)-G. The applicant has expressed that 
the entire width of the paper street is needed to accommodate the width of turning radius for 
larger vehicles entering and exiting the property. 

Tax parcel #135-(169)-G is zoned M-1, which allows for light industrial uses including the 
manufacture, storage, or handling of products that are not dangerous or offensive because of 
odor, dust, fire, explosion, or other reasons and which employee processes or equipment that 
do not produce objectionable noise, vibration, glare, smokle, gas, wastes or the like. Activities 
in the M-1 district are generally dependent on raw materials that are refined at another 
location. 

Public Notice 
In accordance with Virginia Code Section 15.2-2006, newspaper ads were published in the 
Tidewater News paper on July 12th and 19th, and the adjoining property owner notices were 
mailed out a minimum of 5 days orior to the public hearing. 
 
Comprehensive Plan 
 The City of Franklin 2015 Comprehensive Plan Current and Future Land Use Map designates 
this property as industrial use. The future land use map shows Commerce Park Road could be 
connected to Sachs Avenue with the utilization of this paper street. 
 
 



 

CITY OF FRANKLIN   
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

207 WEST SECOND AVENUE, FRANKLIN VIRGINIA 23851 
OFFICE: 757-562-8580 FAX: 757-562-0870 

 
Staff Comments 
City Staff expressed the concern that vacating the street land-locks the property between this 
location and the end of Sachs Ave. There are no water/sewer utilities within the right-of-way.  
 
Recommended Action 
Planning Commissioners made a motion to vacate the 60’ right-of-way of the paper street by 
splitting it between both neighboring interested property owners, where each owner would be 
able to purchase 30’ of the right-of-way priced at the fair market value with no required 
timeline for the development of the tax parcel #135-(169)-G. This vote carried 6-0-1. 
 
 
Attachment(s): 

 Paper Street Vacate Application 
 Existing and proposed site plan rendering 
 Aerial site map of property 
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Office of the City Manager 

Amanda C. Jarratt 
July 20, 2023 
 
To:  Franklin City Council 
 
From:  Amanda C. Jarratt, City Manager 
 
Reference:  City Manager’s Report  
  
General Updates  

• Staff continues to work on the various capital projects approved by City Council. 
o The staff committee for the Armory Project consists of Chad Edwards, Sammara Green, and Lin 

Darden. Carlee Gurskiy will also be involved.  Camp Community College and other community 
partners will offer feedback throughout the design process.  Staff has now participated in three 
webinars with HUD about our grant award.  Kimley Horne has been hired to navigate the HUD 
Grant process as mentioned in the previous City Council meeting.   

o The staff committee for the courthouse renovation project will consist of Chief Steve Patterson, Chad 
Edwards, and Lin Darden.  The judges, Clerk of Court, and Sherriff’s Department in addition to other 
stakeholders will be consulted throughout the design process. The judges were not available on July 
17th and I awaiting a date.      

o The staff committee met regarding Riverwalk Park.   
 The kayak design is underway. Survey is complete for the kayak launch additional area. We 

will incorporate this into the site plans. 
 Kayak launch design underway. 
 Flood study (no-rise study) underway. Not all bridge crossings requested from City are 

available. Awaiting completion of kayak launch to update. 
 At the moment we’re currently awaiting the final site plan and kayak launch design before we 

can move forward with the Joint Permit Application for the VMRC and Corps permits. Once 
we have the final design in hand, we can prepare the required impacts mapping and update 
details relating to the VMRC component of the application. It should take us around 2 weeks 
to finalize the application after the plans are received.  

 
• Staff continues to work with DHCD and Summit Engineering on the Laurel Street CDBG Grant. Client 

intake and income verifications have begun and contracts are about to be issued.  There may be a funding 
shortage so the Management Team is investigating other sources of funds potentially including HOME Funds.   

• Staff continues to meet with regional partners to discuss next steps on the regional radio system as well as 
violence and crime prevention.   

• Staff continues to work with Court Services and our other locality partners for both short and long term 
solutions to the juvenile detention situation.  

• The Literary Loan process continues with Franklin City Public Schools.  A new contractor has been selected 
to assist the schools.  The project estimates originally provided are not accurate and the project is estimated 
to cost an additional $3M.  We are working with the school system to phase the project and Davenport to 

mailto:ajarratt@franklinva.com
http://www.franklinva.com/
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develop a plan of finance.    The Literary Loan was approved and we are working with our partners to complete 
the process.   

• City Council held a retreat on March 2nd.  The following topics were discussed and will be worked on by staff: 
o Food Trucks 

 A draft of updated regulations is being drafted by staff for review by the Planning Commission 
and Franklin City Council.   

o Increased Code Enforcement 
 Staff is working on a demolition plan for the posted unsafe structures.  We are putting a plan 

in place to prepare for high grass season.  We are working with legal to draft updated 
ordinances for parking and vehicles.  

o Communication with Franklin City Public Schools 
 We held a joint meeting with Franklin City Public Schools on March 30th.  Additional meetings 

are being scheduled to maintain communication.    
o Increased focus and investment in Public Safety 

 Additional positions are included in the FY 24 budget.  The updated radio system project is 
moving to Phase 2.   

o Historic District 
 Staff is reviewing the ordinance that is in place and providing a list of the individuals that need 

to be appointed.  Staff is waiting on appointments from Franklin City Council.    
o Youth 

 Working on updated youth programming and additional partnerships.  
  The College Drive park build was a success and is now open to the public.  A variety of 

upcoming activities for youth are planned for the remainder of the summer.   
o Special Tax Districts 

 Under discussion and research ongoing.  
o Camp Community College Partnerships  

 Under discussion.  
o Improved Communication with the Public through various means  

 A review of the PEG Channel and necessary equipment purchases are underway.  Staff is 
working to update City Clips.  Staff is researching other best practices. An Instagram page has 
been created.   

 
 
Upcoming Community Events 

• Every Wednesday Franklin Cruise In   
• August 17th - Third Thursday Concert Series  
• October 3rd- National Night Out  
• Fall Festival- September 29th and 30th  
• October 21st Trick or Trot 5k Run 
• December 1st-Holiday Parade 
• December 2nd - Elf Parade & Holiday Market 
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DELINQUENT MEALS & LODGING TAX REPORT AS OF JULY 17, 2023 

FOR MAY 2023   

 (DUE JUNE 20, 2023) 

MEALS TAX 

BUSINESS NAME: MONTH DELINQUENT: TOTAL MONTHS 
TASTY HUT (PIZZA HUT)                                      MAY 2023 1 
FRANKLIN’S SEAFOOOD & STEAK HOUSE MAY 2023 1 
   
   
   

 

LODGING TAX 

BUSINESS NAME: MONTH DELINQUENT: TOTAL MONTHS 
   
   
   

ALL LODGING TAX RETURNS ARE CURRENT 
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