
 
 

                          
Franklin City Council Agenda 

    June 12, 2023  
Council Chambers 

207 West Second Avenue 
Franklin, Virginia 23851 

 
 

7:00 P.M.  
Regular Meeting 

CALL TO ORDER. . . . . .  . MAYOR BOBBY CUTCHINS 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES. . . .  MAYOR BOBBY CUTCHINS  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
CITIZEN’S TIME   
AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA 
 

1. CONSENT AGENDA: 
A. Approval of May 22, 2023 and June 5, 2023 minutes 
B. Introduction of New Employees  
C. STAR Performer Award  

 
2. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

A. Budget Amendment 2023-20 
 

3. OLD/ NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Franklin City School Board Ward 1 and Ward 3 Appointments  
B. Juneteenth Update  
C. City Manager’s Report 

 
4. COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS ON BOARDS/COMMISSIONS 

 
5. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 



 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES | May 22, 2023 

 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes May 22, 2023 

Call to order 

The Franklin City Council held a regular City Council meeting on May 22, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Council Chambers located at 207 West Second Avenue, Franklin, Virginia 23851.  

Council Members in Attendance: Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor; Wynndolyn Copeland, Vice-Mayor; 
Councilman Linwood Johnson; Councilwoman Jessica Banks; Councilman Mark Kitchen; Councilman 
Ray Smith; Councilman Gregory McLemore (7:04 P.M.). 

Council Members not in Attendance:  

Staff in Attendance: Amanda Jarratt, City Manager; A’Risha Jones, Executive Assistant, recording 
minutes.  

Other Staff in Attendance: Steve Patterson, Chief of Police; Robert Porti, Deputy Chief of Police; Patrick 
Wilson, Lieutenant; Vernie Francis; Chief of EMS; Carlee Gurskiy, Director of Community 
Development; Zach Wright, Director of Power & Light; Dinah Babb, Treasurer; Chad Edwards, Director 
of Public Works; Matthew Jezierski, Director of IT; Sarah Rexrode, Director of Social Services; Camara 
Jacobs, Director of Human Resources; Sammara Bailey, Director of Parks & Recreation.  

Citizen’s Time 

No one signed up for Citizen’s Time.  

Amendments to Agenda 

No amendments to agenda. 

Consent Agenda: 

A. Approval of May 8, 2023 Meeting Minutes 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins asked if there were any corrections or additions for the May 8, 2023 meeting 
minutes. Mayor Bobby Cutchins entertained a motion to approve the May 8, 2023 meeting minutes as 
presented. Councilman Linwood Johnson made a motion to approve the May 8, 2023 meeting minutes 
with a second from Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.  

The motion carried the vote 6-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 
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Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Absent  

Mayor Bobby Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.  

B. Governor’s Environmental Excellence Award 

City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated the City of Franklin was nominated and the recipient of the 
Governor’s Environmental Excellence award and former Mayor Frank Rabil is here to present the 
award and provide a little background.  

Former Mayor Frank Rabil stated recently he was invited in honor to attend the award ceremony to 
represent the City. The Environmental Excellence award is based on the successfully and innovative 
efforts to improve the Virginia environment. The awards are given in three different levels: bronze, 
silver, and gold. Former Mayor Frank Rabil is pleased to present the highest level, the gold 
Environmental Excellence award to the City of Franklin for the Blackwater Park and encourage 
everyone to go out and enjoy what Blackwater Park has to offer.  

C. National Public Works Week Resolution #2023-17 (Read by Councilman Mark Kitchen)  

 

National Public Works Week 
May 21st – 27th, 2023 

Resolution #2023-17 
WHEREAS, Public Works professional focus on infrastructure, facilities and services that are of vital importance to sustainable and resilient communities and to 
the public health, high quality of life and well-being of the people of the City of Franklin, Virginia; and 

WHEREAS, these infrastructure, facilities and services could not be provided without the dedicated efforts of Public Works professionals, who are engineers, 
managers, and employees at all levels of government and the private sector, who are responsible for rebuilding, improving, and protecting our nation’s 
transportation, water supply, water treatment and solid waste systems, public buildings, and other structures and facilities essential for our citizens; and 

WHEREAS, it is the public interest for the citizens, civic leaders and children in the City of Franklin, Virginia, to gain knowledge of and to maintain an ongoing 
interest and understanding of the importance of Public Works and Public Works programs in their respective communities; and  

WHEREAS, the year 2023 marks the 63rd annual National Public Works Week sponsored by the American Public Works Association/Canadian Public Work 
Association’  

BE IT NOW RESOLVED, I, Mayor Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, do hereby designate the week of May 21st-27th, 2023 as National Public Works Week. I urge all 
citizens to join with representatives of the American Public Works Association and government agencies in activities, events, and ceremonies designed to pay 
tribute to our Public Works professionals, engineers, managers, and employees and to recognize the substantial contributions they make to protecting our 
national health, safety, and quality of life.  

Signed this 22nd day of May 2023.     _________________________________ 
       Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor 
       City of Franklin, Virginia  
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Mayor Bobby Cutchins entertained a motion to approve resolution #2023-17. Councilman Ray Smith 
made a motion to approve resolution #2023-17 with a second from Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.  

D. Emergency Medical Services Week Resolution #2023-18 (Read by Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn 
Copeland) 

 

Emergency Medical Services Week 
May 21st – 27th 2023 

Resolution #2023-18 
 

WHEREAS, Emergency Medical Services is a vital public service; and  

WHEREAS, the members of Emergency Medical Services teams are ready to provide life-saving care to those in need 24 
hours a day, seven days a week; and  

WHEREAS, access to quality emergency care dramatically improves the survival and recovery rate of those who experience 
sudden illness or injury; and  

WHEREAS, Emergency Medical Services has grown to fill a gap by providing important, out of hospital care, including 
preventative medicine, follow-up care, and access to telemedicine; and  

WHEREAS, the Emergency Medical Services system consist of first responders, emergency medical technicians, paramedics, 
emergency medical dispatchers, firefighters, police officers, educators, administrators, pre-hospital nurses, emergency 
nurses, emergency physicians, trained members of the public, and other out of hospital medical care providers; and  

WHEREAS, the members of Emergency Medical Services teams, whether career or volunteer, engage in thousands of hours 
of specialized training and continuing education to enhance their life-saving skills; and  

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to recognize the value and the accomplishments of emergency medical services providers by 
designating Emergency Medical Services Week,  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, I, Robert Cutchins, Mayor, City of Franklin, Virginia, in recognition of this event do 
hereby proclaim May 21st – 27th, 2023 as Emergency Medical Services Week and I call this observance to the attention of our 
citizens.  

Signed this 22nd day of May 2023.    ________________________________________ 
      Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor 
      City of Franklin, Virginia 
 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins entertained a motion to approve Resolution #2023-18. Councilman Gregory 
McLemore made a motion to approve Resolution #2023-18 with a second from Councilman Mark 
Kitchen.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.  

Old/New Business: 

A. Franklin City School Board Ward 1 and Ward 3 Public Hearing  

Mayor Bobby Cutchins opened the Franklin City School Board Ward 1 and Ward 2 Public Hearing.  

Ms. Mona Murphy of 608 Walnut Street Franklin, Virginia nominates Mr. Robert Holt.  

Mr. Barry Cheatham of 135 Bobwhite Lane Franklin, Virginia nominates Mr. Robert Holt.  

Ms. Almeta Davis of 715 Gardner Street Franklin, Virginia nominates Ms. Lachanda Parker. 

Resident of 104 Sunset Drive of Franklin, Virginia nominates Ms. Audrey Lee.  

Ms. Mary Williams of 326 Thomas Street Franklin, Virginia nominates herself.  

Ms. Cynthia Walloe of 616 West 2nd Avenue Franklin, Virginia nominates Ms. Mary Williams.  

Mr. Jerry McCreary of 508 North High Street Franklin, Virginia nominates Mr. Robert Holt.  

Ms. Shelia Baker of 701 Pace Street Franklin, Virginia nominates Ms. Mary Williams.  
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Ms. Portia Everett of 700 Fairview Drive Franklin, Virginia nominates Ms. Audrey Lee.  

Ms. Dorothy Boone of 209 Forest Pine Road Franklin, Virginia, nominates Ms. Audrey Lee.  

Ms. Gwen Blue of 201 Fairview Drive Franklin, Virginia, nominates Ms. Mary Williams.  

Ms. Audrey Lee of 507 Vaughans Lane Franklin, Virginia, nominates herself.  

Mr. Ricky Sykes of 401 Morton Street Franklin, Virginia, nominates Ms. Audrey Lee.  

Ms. Carla Sumblin of 408 South High Street Franklin, Virginia, nominates Ms. Audrey Lee 
and Ms. Mary Williams.  

Ms. Lestine Barnes of 301 Thomas Street Franklin, Virginia, nominates Ms. Audrey Lee and 
Ms. Mary Williams.  

Ms. Purlie Banks of 336 Robin Hood Road Franklin, Virginia, nominates Ms. Audrey Lee.  

Ms. Shaunqeitra Person 105 North Drive Franklin, Virginia, nominates Ms. Audrey Lee.  

Ms. Sandy Holt of 117 Hummingbird Lane Franklin, Virginia, nominates Mr. Robert Holt.  

Ms. Shona Sykes 401 Morton Street Franklin, Virginia, nominates Ms. Audrey Lee.  

Mayor Bobby Cutchins thanked everyone for coming out and making the nominations. Mayor Bobby 
Cutchins closed the public hearing.  

Councilman Gregory McLemore wanted to thank Mr. Robert Holt for his dedication over the years. 
Councilman McLemore nominated Ms. Audrey Lee, she has participated and shown dedication to the 
residents of the City of Franklin. Councilman McLemore nominated Ms. Parker to represent Ward 3, 
Ms. Parker can relate to the children and her resume shows her ability to represent Ward 3 on the 
Franklin City School Board.  

Councilman Mark Kitchen stated that he is excited to see the nominees willing to serve on the Franklin 
City School Board. City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated that interviews will be scheduled.  

No other action taken at this time.  

B. Franklin Business Center Economic Impact  

City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated that Mr. Karl Heck will present the latest economic impact from 
the Franklin Business Center.  

Mr. Karl Heck stated this is the preliminary economic impact update. There has been an increase of full 
time employees from 99 to 133, part time employees have dropped to 59. Other updates are as follows:  
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No further action taken at this time.  
 

C. Social Services Building Update  

City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated that as Council is aware, the current building that houses the 
Department of Social Services is inadequate and as a result the former Franklin Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority was purchased. The renovations to the building were initially bid out but the City 
only received one bid and it was over the allotted funds for renovation. The project was rebid recently 
and received two bids with the low bid being from A.R. Chesson Construction Company for a total 
project cost of $1,195,749.00. This is $600,000 more than what is currently budgeted for renovations. 
We have the following options: utilize a portion of the funds that were borrowed for the courthouse and 
Armory until the permanent financing is complete later this summer and add the balance to that. Or do 
we use fund balance? If we use Fund Balance, the estimated evaluation would be at 35.82%. It’s a 
building that needs demolishing, it is not a safe working environment for our staff. About two weeks ago 
the basement flooded again, due to the spring under the building. We need a safe place for our 
employees to work and our residents to be in when working with their case workers.  

Councilman Linwood Johnson stated that it is imperative to move forward and get the Social Services 
workers out the building and stated seeing the issues with the building. Councilman Linwood Johnson 
concerns are the funds coming from the Fund Balance and needing proper guidance or using those 
funds. City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated that staff agrees to use funds that the City has already 
received for the Armory project. Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland asked if it would delay the Armory 
project by utilizing some of the funds for the Social Services building renovation. City Manager Amanda 
Jarratt stated that it would.  

Councilman Gregory McLemore stated he doesn’t feel unsafe in the building and doesn’t see how the 
public is being affected by being in the building. Councilman Mark Kitchen stated that the building is 
making the staff and residents sick. City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated there is mold in the building, 
there are dehumidifiers running 24/7, employees are getting sick being in the building.  

Mayor Bobby Cutchins entertained a motion to move forward utilizing the funds the City currently has 
from the courthouse. Councilman Linwood Johnson made a motion to move forward utilizing the funds 
the City currently has from the courthouse with a second from Councilwoman Jessica Banks.  

The motion carried the vote 6-1-0 

The vote was as follows:  
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Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Nay 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins affirmed the motion carried.  

D. Southampton County Courthouse Update  

City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated per the latest schedule provided by Heartland Construction, 
substantial completion is slated to occur on December 22, 2023, while final completion is projected to 
occur in January of 2024. The total construction contract, including change orders now stands at 
$22,106,957.14.  

No action taken at this time.  

E. City Manager’s Report  

City Manager Amanda Jarratt stated updated information regarding the Literary Loan has been 
approved. The main breaker to S.P. Morton is having functioning issues, it is a rare part and has been 
found and being overnighted. Superintendent Dr. Carter is communication with us to keep us up-to-
date. Camp Community College won their Regional Championship and is headed to the World Series, 
they will be leaving on Thursday, and the City of Franklin Police Department will provide them with a 
sendoff. Franklin High School is participating in the Regional Soccer Championship. The City will be 
closed on Monday, May 29th, there will be a double trash route on Tuesday.  

General Updates  

• Staff continues to work on the various capital projects approved by City Council.  
o The staff committee for the Armory Project consists of Chad Edwards, Sammara 

Green, and Lin Darden. Carlee Gurskiy will also be involved. Camp Community College 
and other community partners will offer feedback throughout the design process. Staff 
has now participated in three webinars with HUD about our grant award.  

o The staff committee for the courthouse renovation project will consist of Chief Steve 
Patterson, Chad Edwards, and Lin Darden. The judges, Clerk of Court, and Sherriff’s 
Department in addition to other stakeholders will be consulted throughout the design 
process. Questionnaires are being completed by various stakeholders.  

o The staff committee met regarding Riverkwalk Park.  
 The kayak design is underway. Survey is complete for the kayak launch 

additional area. We will incorporate this into the site plans.  
 Kayaks launch design underway.  
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 Flood study (no-rise study) underway. Not all bridge crossings requested from 
City are available. Awaiting completion of kayak launch to update.  

 At the moment we’re currently awaiting the final site plan and kayak launch 
design before we can move forward with the Joint Permit Application for the 
VMRC and Corps permits. Once we have the final design in hand, we can 
prepare the required impacts mapping and update details relating to the VMRC 
component of the application. It should take us around 2 weeks to finalize the 
application after the plans are received.  

 With the ongoing lag in Corps review timeframes, I believe we’re likely looking 
at anywhere from 60-90 days to obtain the permits following submittal.  

• Staff continues to work with DHCD and Summit Engineering on the Laurel Street CDBG 
Grant. Client intake and income verifications have begun.  

• Staff continues to meet with regional partners to discuss next steps on the regional radio 
system as well as violence and crime prevention.  

• Staff continues to work with Court Services and out other locality partners for both short and 
long term solutions to the juvenile detention situation.  

• The Literary Loan process continues with Franklin City Public Schools. A new contractor has 
been selected to assist the schools. The project estimates originally provided are not accurate 
and the project is estimated to cost an additional $3million. We are working with the school 
system to phase the project and Davenport to develop a plan of finance. The Literary Loan was 
approved and we are working with our partners to complete the process.  

• City Council held a retreat on March 2nd. The following topics were discussed and will be 
worked on by staff:  

o Food Trucks 
 A draft of updated regulations is being drafted by staff for review by the 

Planning Commission and Franklin City Council. An initial draft is schedule  
o Separation of City Utility Bills  

 Presented at City Council meeting. Waiting on direction from City Council.  
o Increased Code Enforcement 

 Staff is working on a demolition plan for the posted unsafe structures. We are 
putting a plan in place to prepare for high grass season. We are working with 
legal to draft updated ordinances for parking and vehicles.  

o Communication with Franklin City Public Schools 
 We held a joint meeting with Franklin City Public Schools on March 30th. 

Additional meetings are being scheduled to maintain communication.  
o Increased focus and investment in Public Safety 

 Additional positions are included in the FY24 budget. The updated radio 
system project is moving to Phase 2.  

o Historic District 
 Staff is reviewing the ordinance that is in place and providing a list of the 

individuals that need to be appoint. Staff is waiting on appointments from 
Franklin City Council.  

o Youth 
 Working on updated youth programming and additional partnerships.  
 The Virginia Foundation of Healthy Youth awarded the City of Franklin a grant 

to replace the antiquated equipment at the College Drive Park. The park will be 
built by City Employees on July 10th. There was no local match.  

o Special Tax Districts 
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 Under discussion and research ongoing.  
o Camp Community College Partnerships 

 Under discussion.  
o Improved Communication with the Public through various means 

 A review of the PEG Channel and necessary equipment purchases are 
underway. Staff is working to update City Clips. Staff is researching other best 
practices. An Instagram page has been created.  

o Electric Charging Stations 
 One charger with two plugs with a maintain contract for 5 years $20,000 
 Gives you the option to charge the customers 
 Cloud based 24/7 support  
 One day response to request 
 Recurring cost after the first 5 years $1,500-$5,000 per year for maintain and 

service contract  
 Proposed location Emergency Services Building Municipal parking lot 
 Would lose one parking spot for transformer 
 Cut asphalt for wire to be ran from existing junction box 
 Install bollards and repair asphalt 
 Cost of material and man hours $25,000-$50,000 
 Should different location be chosen the cost could jump rapidly due to possibly 

having to bore the wire into a different location. Cost could jump to $75,000-
$100,000 for installation of transformer 

Upcoming Community Events 

• Every Wednesday Franklin Cruise In  
• June 15th Third Thursday Concert Series Kick Off  
• June 17th-19th – Juneteenth Cultural Festival aka Virginia Mardi Gras 
• June 28th – Independence Day Celebration  
• June 29th – Mayor Cup Blood Drive  
• September 30th – Fall Festival  
• August 1st – National Night Out 
• December 1st – Holiday Parade  
• December 2nd – Elf Parade & Holiday Market  

Council/Staff Reports on Boards/Commissions: 

Councilman Linwood Johnson stated the Western Tidewater Jail Board is working on staffing and other 
projects.  

Closed Session: 

Councilman Mark Kitchen moved that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council adjourn into a closed 
meeting pursuant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711-A-1, 1. Discussion of appointments to boards and 
commissions, and discussion of performance of employees of the public body to discuss the following 
subject or subjects; Industrial Development Authority, HRPDC Community Advisory Committee, 
Southview Cemetery Advisory Committee, Historic Preservation Commission, and; 
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2.2-37-11-A-2, discussion or consideration of admission or disciplinary matters or any other matters 
that would involve the disclosure of information contained in a scholastic record concerning any 
student of any public institution of higher education in the Commonwealth or any state school system 
specifically related to the Children’s Services Act.  

 2.2-3711-A-5, discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing 
business or industry where no previous announcement has been made of the business’ or industry’s 
interest in locating or expanding its facilities in the community specifically along Pretlow Industrial 
Park, Armory Drive, Downtown Franklin, and Franklin Regional Airport.  

2.2-3711-A-7, consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining 
to actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely 
affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body specifically regarding Ferguson vs. City of 
Franklin. 

The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye  

Mayor Bobby Cutchins confirmed the motion carried the vote.  

Motion Upon Returning to Open Session  

Councilman Mark Kitchen move that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council certify that, to the best 
of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting held on May 22, 2023, meeting were 
heard, discussed or considered by the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council; and (ii) no action was 
taken in closed meeting regarding the items discussed.  

The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 
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Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins confirmed the motion carried the vote.  

Adjournment 

Councilman Mark Kitchen made a motion to adjourn the May 22, 2023 City Council meeting with a 
second from Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.  

The motion carried the vote 7-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins stated the meeting stands adjourned.   

The May 22, 2023 City Council meeting was adjourned at 8:45 P.M.  

   
Mayor  Clerk to City Council  

 



 

CLOSED SESSION CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES | June 5, 2023 

 Closed Session City Council Meeting Minutes June 5, 2023 

Call to order 

The Franklin City Council held a Closed Session pursuant to Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711-A-1, for the 
purposed of interviewing a candidate for the Franklin City Public School Board, on June 5, 2023 at 6:00 
p.m. in the City Council Chambers located at 207 West Second Avenue, Franklin, Virginia 23851.  

Council Members in Attendance: Robert “Bobby” Cutchins, Mayor; Wynndolyn Copeland, Vice-Mayor; 
Councilman Linwood Johnson (6:08 P.M.); Councilwoman Jessica Banks; Councilman Mark Kitchen; 
Councilman Ray Smith. 

Council Members not in Attendance: Councilman Gregory McLemore 

Staff in Attendance: Amanda Jarratt, City Manager.  

Councilman Mark Kitchen made a motion to go into Closed Session with a second from 
Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland.  

The motion carried the vote 6-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Absent  

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Absent  

Mayor Bobby Cutchins affirmed the motion carried unanimously.  

Motion Upon Returning to Open Session  

Councilman Mark Kitchen move that the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council certify that, to the best 
of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 
requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting held on June 5, 2023, meeting were 
heard, discussed or considered by the City of Franklin, Virginia City Council; and (ii) no action was 
taken in closed meeting regarding the items discussed.  

The motion was seconded by Councilman Linwood Johnson.  

The motion carried the vote 6-0 
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The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Absent 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins confirmed the motion carried the vote.  

Adjournment 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland made a motion to adjourn the June 5, 2023 City Council meeting 
with a second from Councilman Linwood Johnson.  

The motion carried the vote 6-0 

The vote was as follows:  

Councilman Linwood Johnson   Aye 

Councilman Mark Kitchen   Aye 

Councilwoman Jessica Banks   Aye 

Vice-Mayor Wynndolyn Copeland  Aye 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins    Aye 

Councilman Ray Smith    Aye 

Councilman Gregory McLemore  Absent 

Mayor Bobby Cutchins stated the meeting stands adjourned.   

The June 5, 2023 City Council meeting was adjourned at 7:38 P.M.  

   
Mayor  Clerk to City Council  

 









     

     Agenda                               
Franklin City Council 

May 8, 2023 

BUDGET AMENDMENT 2023-20 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRANKLIN, VIRGINIA that the 2022-
2023 City Budget is hereby amended to: 
 

1. reallocate appropriations within the General Fund for year-end spending; 
2. recognize the School’s supplemental appropriation of State and Federal revenue and to 

appropriate for use; and 
3. recognize revenues related to donations to Tourism Department and Police Department and 

appropriate such revenue for designated use. 
 

2022-2023 AMENDED INCREASE
BUDGET BUDGET (DECREASE)

#1
100 GENERAL FUND

EXPENDITURES
100-4-31100-1101 Salaries and Wages - Regular 1,475,164$          1,415,164$            (60,000)$           
100-4-31100-1200 Salaries and Wages - Overtime 364,000$             424,000$               60,000$            
100-4-31100-1300 Salaries and Wages - Part Time 65,236$                39,236$                 (26,000)$           
100-4-31100-6010 Police Supplies 64,481$                90,481$                 26,000$            
100-4-31130-1101 Salaries and Wages - Regular 391,831$             275,831$               (116,000)$         
100-4-31130-1200 Salaries and Wages - Overtime 45,000$                161,000$               116,000$          

-$                   

#2
250 SCHOOL OPERATIONS

REVENUE
250-3-33010-0234 Race to GED Grant 4,000$                  4,137$                    137$                  
250-3-33010-0249 Continuing Education 97,471$                127,471$               30,000$            
250-3-33010-0219 RIPE Grant 75,000$                110,000$               35,000$            
250-3-33010-0273 NCLB Grant - Title III Part A 4,322$                  6,350$                    2,028$               

67,165$            

EXPENDITURES
250-4-60000-0234 Race to GED Grant 4,000$                  4,137$                    137$                  
250-4-60000-0249 Continuing Education 97,471$                127,471$               30,000$            
250-4-60000-0019 RIPE Grant 75,000$                110,000$               35,000$            
250-4-60000-0073 NCLB Grant - Title III Part A 4,322$                  6,350$                    2,028$               

67,165$            

#3
100 GENERAL FUND

REVENUE
100-3-18990-3016 Donations-Tourism -$                      250$                       250$                  
100-3-18990-3040 Donations-Fireworks -$                      4,100$                    4,100$               
100-3-18990-3041 Donations-Police -$                      725$                       725$                  

5,075$               

EXPENDITURES
100-4-81600-5892 Festival and Events 3,000$                  3,250$                    250$                  
100-4-81600-6017 Independence Day Celebration 2,000$                  6,100$                    4,100$               
100-4-31100-7300 National Night Out 3,818$                  4,543$                    725$                  

5,075$                
 
Certified copy of resolution adopted by Franklin City Council.     
                                                  
        _______________________________ 

                                                                                              Clerk to the City Council 
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Office of the City Manager 

Amanda C. Jarratt 
 
 
June 8, 2023 
 
To:  Franklin City Council 
 
From:  Amanda C. Jarratt, City Manager 
 
Reference:  Ward 1 and Ward 3 School Board Appointments  
  
Background Information  
The terms for the Ward 1 and Ward 3 seats on the City of Franklin School Board are scheduled to end on June 30, 
2023. The public notice was properly run in the Tidewater News and the public hearing was conducted on May 22nd. 
Interviews with four candidates were conducted on June 5, 2023. An individual must be nominated during the public 
hearing in order to be considered for a position on the Franklin City School Board.   
 
Needed Action      
Consider the appointment of eligible individuals to the Franklin City Public School Board for a term of July 1, 2023 
through June 30, 2026.        

mailto:ajarratt@franklinva.com
http://www.franklinva.com/
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Office of the City Manager 

Amanda C. Jarratt 
 
 
June 5, 2023 
 
To:  Franklin City Council 
 
From:  Amanda C. Jarratt, City Manager 
 
Reference:  Juneteenth AKA Virginia Mardi Gras 
 
Background Information  
Councilman Mclemore will provide an update on Juneteenth aka Virginia Mardi Gras.    
 
Needed Action  
None at this time.      

mailto:ajarratt@franklinva.com
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Office of the City Manager 

Amanda C. Jarratt 
 
June 9, 2023 
 
To:  Franklin City Council 
 
From:  Amanda C. Jarratt, City Manager 
 
Reference:  City Manager’s Report  
  
General Updates  

• Staff continues to work on the various capital projects approved by City Council. 
o The staff committee for the Armory Project consists of Chad Edwards, Sammara Green, and Lin 

Darden. Carlee Gurskiy will also be involved. Camp Community College and other community 
partners will offer feedback throughout the design process. Staff has now participated in three 
webinars with HUD about our grant award.   

o The staff committee for the courthouse renovation project will consist of Chief Steve Patterson, Chad 
Edwards, and Lin Darden. The judges, Clerk of Court, and Sherriff’s Department in addition to other 
stakeholders will be consulted throughout the design process.  A meeting with the judges is scheduled 
for June 30th.   

o The staff committee met regarding Riverwalk Park.   
 The kayak design is underway. Survey is complete for the kayak launch additional area. We 

will incorporate this into the site plans. 
 Kayak launch design underway. 
 Flood study (no-rise study) underway. Not all bridge crossings requested from City are 

available. Awaiting completion of kayak launch to update. 
 At the moment we’re currently awaiting the final site plan and kayak launch design before we 

can move forward with the Joint Permit Application for the VMRC and Corps permits. Once 
we have the final design in hand, we can prepare the required impacts mapping and update 
details relating to the VMRC component of the application. It should take us around 2 weeks 
to finalize the application after the plans are received.  

 
• Staff continues to work with DHCD and Summit Engineering on the Laurel Street CDBG Grant. Client 

intake and income verifications have begun.   
• Staff continues to meet with regional partners to discuss next steps on the regional radio system as well as 

violence and crime prevention.   
• Attached is a flyer regarding a new program targeted at reducing thefts of catalytic converters.   
• Staff continues to work with Court Services and our other locality partners for both short and long term 

solutions to the juvenile detention situation.  
• The Literary Loan process continues with Franklin City Public Schools.  A new contractor has been selected 

to assist the schools.  The project estimates originally provided are not accurate and the project is estimated 
to cost an additional $3M.  We are working with the school system to phase the project and Davenport to 

mailto:ajarratt@franklinva.com
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develop a plan of finance.    The Literary Loan was approved and we are working with our partners to complete 
the process.  The public hearing and resolution will be on the June 26, 2023 agenda.   

• City Council held a retreat on March 2nd.  The following topics were discussed and will be worked on by staff: 
o Food Trucks 

 A draft of updated regulations is being drafted by staff for review by the Planning Commission 
and Franklin City Council.   

o Increased Code Enforcement 
 Staff is working on a demolition plan for the posted unsafe structures.  We are putting a plan 

in place to prepare for high grass season.  We are working with legal to draft updated 
ordinances for parking and vehicles.  

o Communication with Franklin City Public Schools 
 We held a joint meeting with Franklin City Public Schools on March 30th.  Additional meetings 

are being scheduled to maintain communication.    
o Increased focus and investment in Public Safety 

 Additional positions are included in the FY 24 budget.  The updated radio system project is 
moving to Phase 2.   

o Historic District 
 Staff is reviewing the ordinance that is in place and providing a list of the individuals that need 

to be appointed.  Staff is waiting on appointments from Franklin City Council.    
o Youth 

 Working on updated youth programming and additional partnerships.  
  The Virginia Foundation of Healthy Youth awarded the City of Franklin a grant to replace 

the antiquated equipment at the College Drive Park.  The park will be built by City Employees 
on July 10th.  There was no local match. 

o Special Tax Districts 
 Under discussion and research ongoing.  

o Camp Community College Partnerships  
 Under discussion.  

o Improved Communication with the Public through various means  
 A review of the PEG Channel and necessary equipment purchases are underway.  Staff is 

working to update City Clips.  Staff is researching other best practices. An Instagram page has 
been created.   

 
 
Upcoming Community Events 

• Every Wednesday Franklin Cruise In   
• June 15th Third Thursday Concert Series Kick Off  
• June 17-19th - Juneteenth Cultural Festival aka Virginia Mardi Gras 
• June 28th - Independence Day Celebration 
• October 3rd- National Night Out  
• December 1st-Holiday Parade 
• December 2nd - Elf Parade & Holiday Market 

 
 

mailto:ajarratt@franklinva.com
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Franklin Police Department 

The Franklin Police Department has partnered with the following local business to provide FREE painting of catalytic 

converters for residents of the City of Franklin.  Just call the business, make an appointment, and get your catalytic 

converter painted in high-temperature, attention-getting paint.  Adding bright paint creates a visible deterrent against 

theft and alerts recyclers of possible theft.  For questions, contact Sergeant Halverson at 757.562.8684. 

Blake Ford—1101 Armory Drive, 757.997.2042 

Jack Junior Towing & Auto Repair—251 South Main Street, 757.562.4367 

BOTH Winner’s Circle dealerships—1201 Armory Drive, 757.304.8962 

Holmes Automotive & Performance—101 East Jackson Street, 757.304.9824  

Catalytic Converter Paint and Deter Program 

Call ahead for your appointment ! 

Bring your driver’s license for proof of residency 
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